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Report on the Doctoral Thesis of Hieromonk Methody (Zinkovskiy),
‘Orthodox Theology of Personality:
Origins, Actuality, Future Development’

Hieromonk Methody has chosen as the subject of his Doctoral Thesis a topic
of fundamental importance for Christian theology. At the same time, it is a
difficult and complex topic, since neither in classical philosophy nor in
modern thought is there a clearly articulated definition of what it is that
constitutes human personhood. Indeed, from the Christian viewpoint, the
human person may rightly be described as a ‘mystery’.

The author has been consulting with me about his research on his current
thesis during the last four years on the occasion of his various visits to
Oxford. The previous PhD thesis written by Hieromonk Methody was
dedicated to the humility of God and man, and it has clear links with his
present subject. We started discussing the main aspects of these related
topics as far back as 2001. Among the most interesting of these aspects are
interplay of Divine revelation and concealment, the immanent mysterious
character of Christ’s personal incarnation, and the nature of kenosis.




In his new thesis, Hieromonk Methody gives attentive consideration to the
development of the understanding in patristic texts of the Greek terms
“Omootaolg’, ‘Tpdonnoy’, ‘“rpénog Undpiews’, ‘évondotatov’, ‘tpoaipesis’,
all of which are directly linked to the notion of personhood. He concentrates
more especially on the Church Fathers of the third to the fourteenth century
(including Origen, Athanasius, the Cappadocians, Maximus the Confessor,
and Gregory Palamas). He also analyses ideas on human and Divine
personhood in modern Orthodox writers, both Russian (Filaret [Drozdov],
Macarius [Bulgakov], V. V. Bolotov, Filaret [Gumilovsky], Florovsky,
Lossky, Meyendorff, etc] and Greek (Zizioulas, Yannaras). The author
displays a thorough and detailed knowledge of the existing literature, both
ancient and modern, on personhood, and he assesses this material with
critical judgement.

In his new thesis Hieromonk Methody demonstrates his ability to undertake
meticulous and contextual analysis of patristic and contemporary theological
and anthropological texts. He has likewise the ability to discern and
formulate significant theological and philosophical conclusions, and to
indicate how these results shed light on the various aspects of human
personhood, including the ascetic life, spiritual direction and pedagogy.

Hieromonk Methody employs a new approach in discussing the
irreducibility of the concept of hypostasis to that of nature, and at the same
time their inseparability. He shows how immanent dynamism, combined
with stability of personhood, comprise another such pair, and how this
contributes to the integrity and purpose of what it is to be a person. He
considers the creative potential of human freedom, and he discusses the
meaning of existence ‘for others’ and the quality of personal uniqueness.

The thesis is systematically arranged and clearly argued. The different
levels of personhood are carefully discussed: how it applies to the three
hypostases of the Trinity, to the divine-human hypostasis of the incarnate
Christ, and to human beings. The last chapter discusses the practical
significance of the theology of personality, with special reference to the
theme of beauty.

The thesis is an independent and original investigation, and it is greatly to be
hoped that it will be published in English, since it will certainly be of
genuine interest to the English-speaking public.




In my opinion the thesis fully deserves to be awarded the degree of Doctor.
Indeed, it stands far above the normal level of a PhD dissertation, and could

seriously be considered for acceptance at the level of “habilitation” in France
and Germany.
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OT3bIB Ha AOKTOPCKYIO JuccepTanuio nepomonaxa Medoaus (3MHKOBCKOIo)
«IIpaBociaBHOe GOroca0BHe JHYHOCTH: HCTOKH, COBPEMEHHOCTD,
nepcrneKTHUBbI Pa3BUTHD)

Hepomonax Medoauii u36pa npeaMeToM CBOeH JOKTOPCKOH quccepTanyy TemMy,
KOTOpas UMeeT GyHIaMeHTaNIbHOe 3HaUeHHe UL XpUCTHAHCKOro 6orocosus. B To xe
BpEMSI 3Ta TEMA SBJIETCS CIIOKHOM M TPYAHOH B CBA3M € TEM, YTO U B KJIACCHYECKOH
bmrocodun 1 B COBpEMEHHONW MBICIIA OTCYTCTBYET SICHOE OIPEACIIEHHE TOT0, UTO XKe
IpeICTaBIsET COOOM JIMIYHOCTH YeloBeKa. B caMoM fene, ¢ XpUCTHAHCKOH TOYKU
3pEHHUS INYHOCTH YEJIOBEKa MOYKET OBITh IPABUJIBHO OIIPEEICHa KaK «TaiHay.

ABTOp KOHCYJITHPOBAJICSI CO MHOH 11O OBOJY MCCIIEOBAaHMS IIPEAMETA HACTOSIIEH
JMCCEPTAIMHU B TEUEHHE TTOCIETHUX YETHIPEX JIET, B IEPUO CBOETO NPEOLIBaHUS B
Oxcdopae. [IpemmecTByronas KaHIuaaTCKas UccepTalys vepoMonaxa Medoaus,
IIOCBSIIIIEHHAs: 00YKECTBEHHOMY U YEJIOBEYECKOMY CMUPEHUIO, HETIOCPEACTBEHHO
CBsI3aHa ¢ TEMOM HOBOro uccienoBanus. Ciemryer OTMETHTD, 4To y:ke B 2001 roxy mMbl
IPUCTYIIUIA K 00CYKIEHUIO OCHOBHBIX aCIIEKTOB 3TUX B3aMMOIPOHHMKAIOIMX TeM. K
HanboJiee HHTEPECHBIM acleKTaM OTHOCSATCS B3aHMOOCBA3aHHOCTh bo)KeCTBEHHOT O
OTKPOBEHHS ¥ HEIIO3HABAEMOCTH, UMMaHEHTHBIN HEITOCTHXKUMEBIN XapaKkTep
BOIUTOIIEHHUS TUYHOCTH XPUCTa U IIPUPOJIa KEHO3HCA.

B cBoeit HOBOI auccepTanuu HepoMoHax Medonuit yaenseT NprucTalbHOE BHUMaHHUE
Pa3BHUTHIO OCMBICTIEHUS B CBATOOTEUECKUX TEKCTAX KIIFOUEBBIX IPEUCCKUX TEPMUHOB
"Ymootaoic, 'tpdownov', 'tpodmog VIapEemd', 'EvumdcTaToV', 'TPOoaipESts', KaXIbIA U3
KOTOPBIX HEMOCPEACTBEHHO CBSI3aH C TIOHATHEM JITYHOCTH. ABTOP OCOOEHHO NMOAPOOHO
OCBEIIAET TPY/IBI CBSITHIX OTIIOB TPETHETO - YETBIPHAALATOrO BEKOB (B TOM YHCIIE,
Opurena, Adanacus, Kannanoxuiines, Makcuma Mcnosenuuka u I'puropus Ianamer).
Taxoke UM IIPOBOIMTCS aHAIU3 MTPEICTaBIeHNH 0 BOXKECTBEHHON U YEIOBEYECKOM
JIMYHOCTH M COBPEMEHHBIX IPABOCIABHBIX YUEHBIX, KaK POCCHHCKHUX (Dunaper
[dpo3nos], Makapuii [Bynrakos], B. B. Bonoros, ®unapert [["'ymunesckui],
dnoposckuit, Jlocckuit, Meiiernopdd u np.), Tak 1 rpedeckux (3usmynac, Sunapac).
Juccepranust oOHapy>KHUBaeT rTyOOKoe U JeTallbHOE 3HAaHUE aBTOPOM CYIIECTBYOIICH
JIUTEPATyPhI MPOIUIOrO M HACTOSIILEr0 BPEMEHH 110 TEME JIMYHOCTH, TPHYEM aBTOP
KPUTHYECKH MMOJIXOAUT K OCMBICJIEHUIO JaHHOIO MaTepuasa.




Jluccepranus CBUAETENBCTBYET O CIOCOOHOCTH HepoMoHaxa Medoaus K MpOBEICHHIO
TIIATEIHHOr0 KOHTEKCTYILHOTO HUCCIEI0BaHUA CBATOOTEYECKUX U COBPEMCEHHBIX
OOrOCIIOBCKUX M aHTPOIIOJOIHYECKUX TeKCTOB. OTMETUM TaKKe 6ECCIIOPHYIO
CIIOCOOHOCTB aBTOPA J€J1aTh BaXKHBIE OOrOCIOBCKHE U (puocodcekre GOpMYIUPOBKHU U
BLIBOJIGI M ITOKA3bIBATh, KAKAM 00pa3oM 3TH 3aKII0YEHHs] IPUMEHUMBI K
pPa3sHOOOPA3HBIM aCeKTaM JIesITeIbHOCTU JIMYHOCTH Y€JI0BEKa, BKIIIOYAs IPAKTUKY
ACKEeTH3Ma, TyXOBHOE PYKOBOJICTBO M IIEAArOTHUKY .

Hepomonax Medoauil HCIIONB3yEeT HOBBIM METOM IIPH PACCMOTPEHUN HECBOAUMOCTH
MIOHSATHS MIIOCTACH K IIPHPOJIE U OJHOBPEMEHHO HEPa3/IeIbHOCTH 3TUX IOHATHHA. ABTOP
II0Ka3bIBAET, KAKKMM 00pa3oM HMMaHeHTHast AMHAMUYHOCTb HapsIy ¢ yCTOHYHBOCTHIO
JUYHOCTH SIBIISIFOT COOOM €Ille OJJHO B3aUMOOIOJIHAIOIIEE COYCTaHNE, U KaKUM
00pa3oM 3TO yTBEP)KAaeT LEeIbHOCTh ¥ Ha3HAaUeHHe JIMYHOCTHU. PaccMarpuBaeTest TakxKe
TBOPUYECKHIA ITOTEHIIMAT CBOOO/IBI YeJIOBEKA, OOBACHAETCS CMBICIT CyIIECTBOBAHHUS
«pagyd IPYyTUX» U CBOMCTBO JUYHON YHUKAJILHOCTH.

Bce mosoxeHus THCCEPTAIMH MOyYHIIA CUCTEMAaTHYECKOE U3JI0KEHHE 1
000CHOBaHHYIO apryMeHTaIlHIo. J[eTalbHO paccMaTpUBaIOTCs Pa3THIHbIC ACTICKThI
[TOHSITHS JIAYHOCTH: KaKKUM 00pa3oM 3TO IOHATUE IPHIIOKHUMO K TPEM HITOCTACAM
Tpowurpl, kK 60’KeCTBEHHO-YETI0BEUECKOH UITOCTAaCH BOILIOLIEHHOT0 XpUCTa U K
YeJI0BEUYECKHM CYIIECTBaM. B moceHell riiaBe paccMaTpuBaeTCs MPaKTHICCKOe
3HaueHHue OOroCIOBHS JJUYHOCTH, C OCOOBIM AKLEHTOM Ha TEME KPacOTHI.

HHCCGpTaHI/Iﬂ SIBJISIETCSI CAMOCTOSITCIIBHBIM H OPHTHHAJIbHBIM HCCJICAOBAaHUEM H,
HECOMHEHHO, 3aMHTEPECYET U aHIJIOA3BIYHYIO ayJUTOPHIO, B CBA3H C YE€M MbI O4YCHb
HageeMCs, 4TO OHa 6yII€T OHyGHI/IKOBaHa TaK)Ke Ha aHIJTIMHACKOM SI3bIKE.

[To MOeMy MHEHHIO, aBTOP JIUCCEPTALMH BIIOJIHE 3aCIIy)KUBAET IIPUCBOCHHS CTCIICHH
IOKTOpa HayK. JluccepTalus Mo CBOMM XapaKTEPUCTHKAM 3HAYUTEIBHO MPEBOCXOIUT
o01eycraHoBiIeHHBIH ypoBenb "PhD" nuccepranuu U, B 1€CTBUTEIBHOCTH, MOXKET
OBITH IIPEICTABIIEHA K ITOJyYCHHUIO BEICIIEH aKaJleMUIeCKON CTENEHH XaOUIUTalin
("habilitation"), mpunstoit Bo ®panuyu uiu I'epmanun.

/+Mumpononrum Kannucm Juoxnuiickuti/

I[Mpeocesimennsiii Kayutucet Yap, MarucTp, JOKTop Gpuinocodumu,

TurynspHbIi METpOTTONUT KOHCTAaHTHHONONBCKOHM NPaBOCIaBHOM LIEPKBH,
Bukapuit apxuenuckona @uatupckoro v BemukoOpUTaHCKOro rpeuecKon
IIPABOCJIAaBHOM EMHUCKOIINH,

Buxapusiii enrckorn Koncrantunomnomnbekoro ITatpuapxara B BenukobpuTtanuy,
IToueTHbIi wieH koyuteka [lemOpok B Oxcdopae,

Jlextop MHCTHTYTA MPABOCIABHBIX XPUCTHAHCKUX HcclefoBaHuil B Okchopackom
yauBepcurete (1966 - 2001),

UneH-koppecnoHaeHT A(UHCKON aKaIeMUH HayK



KOHELI ITEPEBOJA IOKYMEHTA
ENDOFTRANSLATION

I, the undersigned translator Olga V. Gorbunova, fluent in both Russian and English
languages, confirm that the above is a true and accurate translation of the attached
document.

41, Topbynosa Osnbra BrragyciiapoBHa, IIepeBOIYVIK, BIIAACIOIIVV PYCCKMM W aHITIMVICKMM
S3bIKaMV, TIOATBEPIKIAI0 TOYHOCTD U IIPaBW/ILHOCT IIePeBo/ia IIprIaraeMoro JOKyMeHTa.

ITepeBomumk 'opOynosa Orbra BriamciaBoHa

bropo nepesopmos UII I'ycer A.A. monreepxaaeT HOAMVICH IIepeBOIUIMKA FopGyHOBOVI Omnpru
BrragmciiaBoBHBI



